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FROM THE STACKS

Lamar University
Beaumont, Texas

Volume 2, Issue 1

LAMAR UNIVERSITY ARCHIVES

Forget everything you ever thought
about the Lamar University Archives and
Special Collections. These are not just for
aged scholars squinting through their read-
ing glasses at dusty pages. The archives
are overflowing with information about the
University and work of students, faculty,
and staff. The Archives keep the memory
of Lamar University. Students can add
power and punch to their papers, for exam-
ple, by looking up a back issue of Univer-
sity Press, by digitizing a historic rendition
of our beloved Cardinal mascot, or by add-
ing an unpublished fact to their research
that may only be in the archives.

In addition to University records, the
Archives also house Special Collections of
books and manuscripts focusing on the
geographic areas of Beaumont and South-
east Texas. lts collections are comprised
of old and rare books, fine press publica-
tions, manuscripts, maps, photographs,
negatives, film, and other handwritten or
printed material.

LEARN TO USE

Are your students using inappropriate
sources in their research papers? Do they
think the Internet is the only way to
research? Let us help!

A librarian can show your students where
to find and how to use appropriate printed
and online research tools, how to distin-
guish between popular and scholarly
information, and other important research
techniques. According to student evalua-
tions conducted after library instruction
sessions last semester, well over ninety
percent of the students of all levels found
library instruction useful.

If you are interested in arranging a
library instruction session for your class,
please contact Karen Nichols at 880-8131
or by e-mail at nichols@library.lamar.edu.
A week's notice is sufficient, but be aware
that there is some competition for the
library’s classrooms.

Archives materials, like this photo from Sigma
Chi Derby Day 1965, illustrate the history
of Lamar.

Using the University Archives allows
you to have a greater range of knowledge
about almost everything that concerns
Lamar University. Knowing about this
great resource could come in handy when
the crunch is on to demonstrate your ability
to produce truly unique scholarship by
using primary sources.

(Continued on page 3)

THE LIBRARY

Library instruction sessions may be
arranged for any class or student group.
New faculty members are especially
encouraged to arrange sessions for them-
selves to become more familiar with the
resources available to them and to their
students through the Library. Longstand-
ing faculty are also invited to arrange
sessions if they would like to refresh their
knowledge of research tools.

Jeff Lacy,
Electronic Services Librarian
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Dr. Christina Baum
Dean of Library Services

FROM THE DEAN

My work as the first Dean
of Library Services at Lamar
University began on May 3,
2004. Lamar is a great place
to be; the campus is ripe
with possibility and opti-
mism. | have come at a very
fitting time. There is great
opportunity to build upon an
already solid program, dedi-
cated to meeting the educa-
tional and informational
needs of its students and
faculty. 1 would like to share
my vision for the Mary and
John Gray Library with you.

The Library will offer high
quality, uniform access to
information resources and
services in support of chang-
ing academic programs. We
will continue to improve
information technology by
upgrading hardware and
software. We will optimize
access to web resources and
we will implement innova-
tive methods of delivering
instruction. My vision also
includes a new, state-of-the
art bibliographic instruction
classroom that is so desper-
ately needed for teaching our

students library research
methods and lifelong learn-
ing skills. | would like to
establish  assessment and

feedback methods to discern
user satisfaction with library
services, resources, and pro-
grams. We need to know
what we are doing right and
in what areas we need to
improve.

The Library will empha-
size its role as a key infor-
mation provider through
collaboration both on and off
campus. | would like to see
the Library expand its con-
sortial efforts with other
Texas State University Sys-

tem libraries to achieve
greater efficiency and ex-
panded access in the deliv-
ery of information resources
to our users. | want to in-

“Lamar is a
great place to be;
the campus is
ripe with
possibility and
optimism.”

crease the visibility of the
Library through the develop-
ment of a public relations
program and the promotion
of our resources and ser-
vices. We have already be-
gun by reinventing our
newsletter and we look for-
ward to redesigning our
website. We will also con-
tinue with our "Gray Library
Presents" lecture series this
Fall (keep November 8th in
mind!). | also want to see

our library improve its out-
reach to the public by en-
couraging the local commu-
nity to take advantage of our
resources, our services, and
our Special Collections and
Archives.

Finally, 1 plan for the li-
brary to provide more acces-
sible, efficient, and inviting
physical facilities. ~ Some
areas of the library are in
need of immediate renova-
tions and | believe we can
improve the overall aesthet-
ics of the building as well.

There is potentially no end
to the contribution the Mary
and John Gray Library can
make to the education of our
students and the intellectual
life of the campus. All the
pieces are in place: | have a
wonderful, dedicated staff, a
supportive campus admini-
stration, and a lot of determi-
nation.

I am empowered and ready
to get started!

Christina Baum is the first Dean of Library Services at
Lamar University. She most recently worked as the Di-
rector of Library Services at the University of Wiscon-
sin-River Falls for fourteen years. Dr. Baum has twenty-
five years of experience in academic library administra-
tion. She has a B.S. in Elementary Education from Illi-
nois State University, an M.S. in Library Science, and an
Ed.D. in Higher Education Administration from the Uni-
versity of Kentucky. She loves college basketball and is
looking forward to the upcoming season.

“Libraries are not made; they grow.”
— Augustine Birrell (1850 — 1933)

British politician
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L.U. ARCHIVES

(Continued from page 1)
The Collections

The holdings of the Ar-
chives and Special Collec-
tions represent the growth
and development of South-
east Texas, the Big Thicket,
and the development of the
lumber and oil industries.
Also in the collections are
photographs and papers
of athletes, musicians, legis-

lators, and other famous
individuals.
Our Special Collections

include: Yount-Manion Film

Collection, the Larry Jene
Fisher Collection, Babe
Didrikson Zaharias Collec-
tion, Aline Michaelis Collec-
tion, Dishman / Justice
Cookbook Collection, East
Texas Nature Club, J.D.
Feigelson Film Collection,
and the Christopher Nega-
tive Collection.

Access to the Collections

The Lamar University Ar-
chives and Special Collec-
tions are located in room 701
on the seventh floor of the
Mary and John Gray Library.
The Lamar University Ar-
chives are open to students,
faculty, staff, researchers and

scholars, as well as the gen-
eral public. Materials are
available to researchers
unless otherwise restricted.
Some materials are listed in
the Mary and John Gray Li-
brary catalog (online at http://
library.lamar.edu) and are
available by directly contact-
ing the staff. Professional
staff are available to answer
questions and provide assis-
tance. We also welcome
inquiries via mail, telephone
at 880-8110, or e-mail to
hutchinson@library.lamar
.edu.

Ramona Hutchinson,
University Archivist

GIVING TO THE LIBRARY

We invite you to contribute to the Friends of the Library Endowment Fund. In 1983, Maxine
Johnston established the Friends of the Mary and John Gray Library. The Friends’
Endowment, funded by Friends’ dues and other gifts from alumni and supporters in the
community, was created as a permanent fund to provide continuing support for the Library and
to permit purchases or services otherwise not possible under normal budget allocations.

The Library is truly the heart of the campus. Your gift to the Friends of the Library
Endowment Fund will help meet the needs of future students and faculty. Thank you!

Christina D. Baum,
Dean of Library Services

[ s |

| Please mail this completed coupon to: Lamar Foundation, P.O. Box 11500, Beaumont, TX 77710

e o o e ]

| Yes, | would like to contribute to the Friends of the Library Endowment Fund. |
: Enclosed is my:  Check payable to the Lamar University Foundation, or :
| Credit Card authorization in the amount of $ |
| Credit card: Card number: |
I Name on card: Exp. Date: :
I would like my gift to be used to support resources or services in the Mary and John |

| Gray Library. |
| Signature: |
I Name: I
I Address: :
| City: State, ZIP: |
|

|

|

Thank you for your support!

“Using the Archives
allows you to have a
greater range of
knowledge about
almost everything
that concerns
Lamar University.”
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IN THE LIBRARY

CALENDAR

OF EVENTS

09/28/2004

1:30pm - 3:30pm

Workshop: Tracking Legislative History on the Internet
See article below for details and reservations.

10/05/2004

1:30pm - 3:30pm

Workshop: Tracking Federal Regulations on the Internet
See article below for details and reservations.

11/26/2004

1:30pm - 3:00pm

Workshop: Locating Census Data on the Internet
See article below for details and reservations.

11/04/2004
Staff Awards Reception

Reception 12:30pm; Program 1:00pm

University Reception Center: 8" floor of the library
For more information, call (409) 880-8060

11/08/2004 7:00pm

Gray Library Lecture Series: Bonnie
Anderson, author of NEWS FLASH:
JOURNALISM, INFOTAINMENT, AND
THE BOTTOM-LINE BUSINESS OF ]
BROADCAST NEWS (2004), is a 27-
year news veteran who has won seven
Emmy Awards and been a finalist for
the Pulitzer Prize. She spent ten years
at NBC and close to ten years at CNN.
Her new book is a passionate call for a
renewed commitment to responsible broadcast journalism.
University Reception Center: 8" floor of the library

11/12/2004 5:00pm - 10:00pm

McNair Scholar’s Research Symposium

University Reception Center: 8" floor of the library
For more information, call (409) 212-8023

Census resources will include

GOVERNMENT DOCUMENTS

TRAINING SESSIONS

Have you ever wanted to
know what legislation is
under consideration in Con-
gress or how your represen-
tative voted on a bill? Maybe
you need to know the latest
changes in the OSHA regu-
lations or where to find cur-
rent or historical population
data for Beaumont. Much of
this information is right at
your fingertips via resources
like GPO Access, THOMAS,
and American Factfinder.
These tools and more will be
included in three hands-on
training sessions to be held
this fall.

Tracking Legislative His-
tory on the Internet, Sep-
tember 28: This session will
include how to search for

house and senate bills, com-
mittee reports, Congres-
sional Record, the Statutes
at Large, and the United
States Code.

Tracking Federal Regu-
lations on the Internet,
October 5: This session will
teach users how to find pro-
posed regulations in the Fed-
eral Register, where to post
comments on proposed regu-
lations, and how search for
current regulations in the
Code of Federal Regulations
and the List of Sections Af-
fected. In addition, users will
learn how to locate Execu-
tive Orders in the Federal
Reqgister.

Locating Census Data on
the Internet, October 26:

American Factfinder and
other resources available
from the Census Bureau,
FedStats, and the Historical
Census Data Browser.

All three sessions will be
held at Gray Library from
1:30pm - 3:30 pm in room
708-A on the seventh floor.
Sessions are limited to twenty

participants so reservations
are required. Please contact
Theresa Storey, Documents/
Reference Librarian at 880-
2135 or via e-mail at
storey@library.lamar.edu for
reservations or more informa-
tion.

Theresa Storey,
Documents Librarian

ELECTRONIC DOCUMENT
DELIVERY NOw AVAILABLE

Document Delivery is now
available to your desktop. If
you provide an e-mail ad-
dress on an Interlibrary Loan
Request Form, articles or
any materials that are nor-
mally received in a photo-
copied format will be deliv-
ered to your e-mail. Interli-
brary Loan Request Forms
can be found at the Refer-

ence Desk on the first floor of
the library and on our website
at http://library.lamar.edu.
Please address questions
about this service to the Inter-
library Loan Department at
ill@library.lamar.edu or call
409-880-8987.
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PRESIDENTIAL ELECTION 2004

Government Documents News

“Here are a few
resources that offer
current and historical
information about
political parties
candidates, and the
election process.”

The conventions are over
and soon it will be Novem-
ber 2, Election Day. Here
are a few resources that offer
current and historical infor-
mation about political par-
ties, candidates, and the
election process. Check the
inset for the Internet ad-
dresses for the web sites
mentioned below.

The Electoral College
process can be confusing.
However, the U.S. Electoral
College site coordinated by
the National Archives Office
of the Federal Register pro-
vides a wide selection of
information about elections
past and present. The site
offers answers to frequently
asked questions, the Elec-
toral College procedural
guide, and the electoral allo-
cations based upon the 2000
Census. Historical data in-
cludes electoral votes by
party, candidate, and state
for each election since 1789.
Those who want to try their
hand at predicting the out-
come of the election should
check out the Electoral Col-
lege Calculator available on
this site.

Another site that explains
the election process is the
Ben’s Guide to U.S. Gov-
ernment for Kids. The elec-
tion process is described in
different sections for grades
3-5, 6-8, and 9-12. Each
section offers more detail
than the previous.

The Federal Election
Commission was created in
1975 to administer the Fed-
eral Election Campaign Act,
which governs the financing
of federal elections. A sec-
tion titled “Elections and

Voting” on the Commis-
sion’s web site offers infor-
mation on the Electoral Col-
lege, voter registration, his-
torical election voter turnout
data, election process, pri-
maries and caucuses, and the
administrative structure of
federal elections. The site
also includes the new Na-
tional Voter Registration
Form.

The Office of the Clerk of
the U.S. House of Represen-
tatives also offers useful

information about congres-
sional elections. The Con-
gressional History section
includes historical data
about roll call votes from
1990 to date, party profiles,
congressional apportion-
ment, party divisions, lead-
ership, and historical legisla-
tion.

For political party infor-
mation see the web sites of
the Democratic National
Committee and the Republi-

(Continued on page 7)

Election Information Web Sites

United States Electoral College
http://lwww.archives.gov/federal_register/electoral_college/

Ben’s Guide to U. S. Government for Kids

http://bensguide.gpo.gov/

Federal Election Commission
http:/www.fec.gov

F.E.C. Elections and Voting

http:/www.fec.gov/elections.htm|

Office of the Clerk of the U.S. House of Representatives

http://clerk.house.gov

Congressional History

http://clerk.house.gov/histHigh/Congressional_History/index.htm|

Democratic National Committee

http://www.democrats.org

Republican National Committee

http://www.rmc.org

National Voter Registration Form
http://www.fec.gov/votregis/vr.htm

Voter Registration Address Change - Texas
http://lwww.texasonline.state.tx.usINASApp/sos/SOSACManager

Request for Voter Registration Applications — Texas
http:/lwww.sos.state.tx.us/elections/voter/reqvr.shtml
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FEATURING THE ALTERNATIVE PRESS INDEX

The Gray Library sub-
scribes to several online
indexes that contain refer-
ences to publications of all
kinds:  newspaper articles,
magazine articles, profes-
sional and academic jour-
nals, books, reports, confer-
ence proceedings, and more.
Users may access these in-
dexes via the “Find Articles
and More” link on our
homepage (http://
library.lamar.edu). Students
seem to gravitate to particu-
lar indexes while others,
sadly, get neglected.

For example, most English
1301 students find Academic
Search Premier and Re-
search Library useful for
finding information on cur-
rent events and controversial
topics. We librarians direct
students to these indexes in
particular because both con-
tain references to thousands
of magazines and newspa-
pers on a wealth of topics
going back several years.
Both indexes also provide
many articles in “full text,”
which allows students to
read, print, or download
articles online. All in all,

they are both excellent re-
search indexes.

They have a minor flaw in
coverage, however. Al-
though few of the more
popular “alternative” maga-
zines, such as Mother Jones
and Utne Reader are in-
cluded, these indexes pri-
marily cover mainstream
publications. Where can one
go for references to lesser-
known publications such as
Anarchist Studies, Feminism
Review, Freethought Today,
The Green Guide, Hinduism
Today, The Journal of Pro-
gressive Human Services, or
Vegetarian Voice?

Fortunately, the Library
subscribes to the Alternative
Press Index and the Alterna-
tive Press Index Archive,
which contain references to
these publications and about
250 more. These indexes
are excellent sources for any
research topic related to cul-
tural and social studies, cur-
rent events, economics, and
political science.

The Alternative Press In-
dex has references going
back to 1991. The Alterna-

tive Press Archive covers the
years of 1969 — 1990. These
indexes cover radical and
leftist newspapers, maga-
zines, and scholarly journals.
A complete list of publica-
tions covered in the Index is
online at  http://
www.altpress.org/
direct.html. The Index con-
tains no full text articles, so
the articles listed in the In-
dex have to be found in the
Library or ordered through
an interlibrary loan request.
Please contact or visit the
Reference Desk on the first
floor of the Library for more
information or assistance.

The Alternative Press
Index is a publication of the
Alternative Press Center.
Their website (http://
www.altpress.org/) contains
more information about the
Index, an online directory to
the publications listed, and
links to over 425 alternative
websites arranged by name
and category.

Jeff Lacy,
Electronic Services
Librarian

=
()
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Online Resources News

“The Alternative Press
Index is an excellent
source for any topic
related to cultural and
social studies, current
events, economics, and
political science.”

ELECTION 2004

(Continued from page 6)

can National Committee. In
addition, most candidates
have their own web sites.

Registering To Vote

Anyone who wants to vote
in the upcoming election
must be registered before
October 4th. The National
Voter Registration Form is
available from the Federal
Election Commission’s web
site.

Residents of Texas can fill
out and print the form avail-
able on the Texas Secretary
of State’s site and mail it to
a local voter registration
official. For more informa-
tion, inquire at the reference
desk on the first floor of the
Gray Library.

Theresa Storey,
Documents Librarian
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LAMAR UNIVERSITY

A Member of The Texas State University System

Mary and John Gray Library
Lamar University

4400 MLK Boulevard

P. O. Box 10021

Beaumont, TX 77710
Phone: 409-880-1898

Fax: 409-880-2218

We’re on the web at

http://library.lamar.edu

Visit your Library!

“. .. to have many books,
and never to use them, is
like a child that will
have a candle burning by
him all the while he is
sleeping.”

Henry Peacham,
The Compleat Gentleman
(1622)

FALL 2004

LIBRARY HOURS

Monday through Thursday
Friday

Saturday

Sunday

Regular Hours

7:30am — 12:00mid
7:30am — 6:00pm

10:00am — 7:00pm
2:00pm — 12:00mid

Archives/Special Collection Hours
9:00am — 6:00pm
8:00am — 5:00pm

Monday through Thursday
Friday

Labor Day
Thanksgiving Break
Finals Week

Intersession
Winter Graduation
Intersession, cont.

Christmas Break
Intersession, cont.

Special Hours

September 6
November 25 — 27
December 7 -9
December 10
December 11
December 12
December 13
December 14
December 15 - 16
December 17
December 18
December 19
December 20 - 23
December 24 — January 2
January 3 -6
January 7

January 8

January 9

January 10

Closed

Closed

7:00am — 1:00am
7:00am - 6:00pm
10:00am — 7:00pm
2:00pm — 1:00am
7:00am — 1:00am
7:00am — 6:00pm
7:30am — 9:00pm
7:30am — 6:00pm
Closed

2:00pm — 9:00pm
7:30am — 9:00pm
Closed

7:00am — 9:00pm
7:30am — 6:00pm
10:00am — 7:00pm
2:00pm — 9:00pm
7:30pm — 9:00pm



